


In 1968, the ADV set out
to develop a pictorial
language that could

be used in all German
airports. Pictograms for
local and public transport
followed later. Local
communities needed a
bit more time to start

thinking globally.

1 The Pictogram

Transport

In 1968, a pictogram study group was formed
in the ADV (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher
Verkehrsflughafen/Association of German
Airports), and Martin Krampen and Herbert

W. Kapitzki produced a report recommending
the use of pictograms and information systems
in airports. It took a few more decades for
pictograms to be used for local and long-
distance traffic and for public transport by

bus and train.

Industry followed, using signs to issue
warnings, information and directions.
Nowadays, we have a situation of
overkill, and the visual art of the
pictogram is being used to create new

forms of expression.

1.3 The History of Pictograms

Commercialization

The advantages of swift communication were
soon experienced, recognized and passed

on to other spheres of activity. In particular,
international companies were quick to learn.
The most directly involved were (and remain)
those firms that operate on a worldwide scale,
with commensurate communications and
responsibilities — for example, companies that
produce, distribute or use hazardous materials
or technical apparatus. The images drawn by
primitive people developed over hundreds of
years into sign systems, reaching their apogee
in the modern-day pictogram. However, as is
so often the case, when the peak is reached,

new paths open up for exploration.




urge to express his own personality, the
modern graphic designer should sacrifice his
own individuality in favour of the subject-
matter he was trying to convey. Even if
humankind was developing in exactly the
opposite direction from the primitive,

nevertheless Otto Neurath encouraged people
to learn from children's drawings and primitive

art. The Industrial Revolution brought world
cultures ever closer together, and it also
demanded rapid forms of communication for
people of diverse languages and cultural
backgrounds. Hubs such as railway stations
and airports grew in both number and

size as international centres, and mass events
such as the Olympic Games brought whole
nations together.

The Olympic Games

The Berlin Olympic Games in 1936 brought
forth the first Olympic pictograms, but the
real spur to our present concept of the
pictogram was the Tokyo Olympics of 1964,
when abstract, systematically geometrical
Images were used to communicate facts to
visitors, including different sports and general
information. It is, however, the German
graphic designer Otl Aicher (1922-91) who is
credited with creating the visual style of the

Games. Aicher's coordinated set of pictograms,

designed for the 1972 Olympics in Munich
using highly simplified and stylized forms,
was developed to such a degree of perfection
that his formal language is now generally
regarded as the model that gave rise to the
modern pictogram.
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The logical visual form
of the 1972 Munich
Olympics pictograms
designed by Otl Aicher
is regarded by many
people as the origin of
the modern pictogram.

Otl Aicher did not,
however, invent the
pictogram. Back in
1964 at the Tokyo
Olympics, consistently
systematized, abstract

pictograms were used.

Left: The first four traffic
signs as they were in
1909 (left-hand column),
when they were
adopted by international
agreement in Paris, and
the signs as they look
today in Germany
(right-hand column).

Below: ISOTYPE. The
Austrian economist

Otto Neurath and the
graphic artist Gerd Arntz
developed a system

of practical signs as a
simpler and neater way
of conveying quantitative

information.
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Even in 1936, at the
eleventh Olympics in
Berlin, pictorial signs
had been designed for
individual sports. They
fulfil all the criteria of

the modern pictogram.





